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Repreſent them in the Enſuing Parliament ; 


"Sir Robert Clayton Lord Mayor Ele&. 
Viz. * Sir T homas Player Knight. Sy 
William Love, and Thomas Pilkington Eſquires. 
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| An Account of ſome Paſſages previous thereto, .and Remarques upon the 
| | | Whole, Ofober 7th. 1679. PT gE: 
ſha Private Letter from E. E..to J. W. at- Newcaltle upon Tine. 
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Aving thoſe Obligations upon me,which will not permit mc to negle& what (with- 
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| in my power I judge) may be acceptable to you, 4 could not forbear to give you 
| ſome Account of this days Work, in the Choice-of Citizens to ſerve in Parliament 
| for this City of London. = 
| ; You know Sir, it was about the beginning of Seprember;that I'left your very agreeable Com- 
| ny, and came to London, where I read every day new Pamphlets, and heard Diſcourtes, fore 
commending, the Choice of ſuch men for the Enſuing Parliament as had ſhewed themſelves 
Zealous for the Defence of the King's Perſon, the Proteſtant Religion, and' Government of 
Englandand were upon thoſe Grounds, Voters for the Bills againſt Popery.,and the D, for Juſtice 
upon Danby, and the Popilh Plotting Lords, &c. whilſt other Pamphlets and Diſcourſes did 
bitterly inveigh againſt the late Commons in Parliament, as Factious and Ill-minded men, fo- 
mented with the Leven of 41, Fanatically inclined, dangerous to the Church -and Monarchy, 
worle than Papiſts 3 and therefore the greater care ſhould be to keep them, and ſuch as they 
| were out of the Parliament-Houſe. The Graver ſort of theſe men, would charge thoſe late 
ts. Members with great Imprudence, Want of Moderation, and raſhneſs in their Relolves, eſpe- 
| cially in the Bill againſt the D. which they would-perſwade was inconhiltent with Allegiance 
- and Religion too. And all this Outcry was made in the behalf of the Church of England, and 
| under pertrxt of her truce Sons. The A of Oblivion made by this King ſeemed now to be for- 
got, and whilſt ſome charged others with the Deligns of 41, they themſelves did with all their 
| - Might endeavour to revive the ſame Spirit and Rancour,which raiſed the Storms of thoſe days, 
| The Papiſts and Presbytcrians were brought upon the Stage and parallel'd, but fo, that the lat- 
- ter ware ſtill more dangerous than the former. In ſome of thele Pamphlets, Publiſhed under 
- the Vizar of the Church of England men one might cabily dilcover . the Lineaments 
of a Feſnite: for even the Murder of Sir 'Edmondbury Godfrey by the Papiſts was made 
- doubtful; and they could not forb-ar to cite the Texts of Scripture in Latire,though that Cu- 
ſome is obſolete among us Proteſtants. The Duke of T's Preſence at Court-added Vigor and Spi- 
' rit to thele agents, whichbeing perccived by many conſidering Citizens,gave occaſion to the Ad- 
- dreſs made by Sir Tho. Player in their Natnes, that the City-Guards might be increaſed ;, for the 
Atgument was very plain, Tf there was need of any Guards when the Duke was Abſent, then 
' there was need of more in his Preſence, when the Popiſh Party did manitettly ' take Courage 
and Adtivity from that Cauſt, . | | 
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This alſo they did Endeavour toyimprove to the Advantage of their Cauſe, "bf interpreting 
theſe Addreſſts-tobe-FaQions;, and the Fore-rtigners'of miok mifthftwus Actiong And now 
the Kingly Geverarhent'we tindexminded., BecaulS the Popilh_Sugecfſor was feared 3 and the 
Church of England was like to be Subverted, becauſe ſome Citizens had the Courage to open 
their Mouths, in humbly Repreſenting their Dangers from the Papiſts. And yet in the mean 
time Sir T. P. is a Devout Son of the Church of England, and infcriour to no man in the 
City, in Abiſities for Publick Employments3,and fuch he did appear fy rhe latt Parliament, where 
they would heaghind with ag my ReadincKsy, and employ him in tzeir greateſt Trutts as foo 
as any 3 he wa$ne bf their SecretyCommittee he was one of their Epmmillioners for Disbang+ 
ing the Army, ec. But all auſt.ow turn\co his Pxcjudice 3, he was &Popular Man, ahd _therc- 
fore to be feared and hated. Would you not wonder, that the Experience of a man's Ability 
and Integrity in Truſts, and the Love and (Biſtetm he reaps thence ſhould be an Argument 
againſt his being employed. But, this was the Handle our Torkgts took this man's Actions by, and 
now they labqnr to ——_—_ this-againſh Rugboing Fhoſen-by the City into the Enfuing Parlia- 
ment, and for his fake all the reffot their Tate Cirizens in Parſiament muſt berejected, and men 
more firm to the Church, ( thatzis in truth-mprg for the Dukes Jutercſt) choſen > tor all theſe 
Four (ir ſeems) had Veked for th&BiVl &f Exciſion. . / rh E 1 

Another Occaſion of Clamouring in the 4nti-Popiſh Citizens was, that of- them, hay- 
ing long obſerved the Great and Unneceſſary Ez thetr Sheriffs are at in their Shrievalties3 
inſomuch that no; man tan:bg alle. Holding,that Office, except he have an overgrown 
Eſtate, and conſequently the Magifirates muiſt be cliofen out” of tlioſe few that are ſo rich, how- 
ever unqualified with Abilities befitting theis Places, and others, better qualitcd, mult be re- 
jeed; becauſe they are not{orich 3 conſidering alſo,that this year (in the Condition we ſtand 


with our Popiſh Enemis ) is like to requite men bf beſt Parts and Knowledge in the Govern- 
ment of the City ; and finding one Mr. Ferkins to be well qualified with Underſtanding, Cou- 
rage and Integrity (though not with a great Eſtate} they reſolved to chuſe him as a man fit 
for theſe difficult Times,and-that would: reduce the Charge to fuch a moderation as might make 
it ſupportable by one of an indifferent Eſtate, and to keep out a Man ftrongly addicted to the 
D. of T's Party, whom they underſtand ſome aimed at 3 and therefore ſo many of :the Com- 
mon Hall held ap their Hands for - Mr, Fenks, that it could not well be decided on whom the 
Choice fell without a Poll, but Ms. Lewy carried it. This was made ſuch a Crime, as if all 
that Voted for Mr. Fenkg, had preſently a Deſign under his Condudt to raiſe a Rebellion, and. 
turn the Government of the City and Nation uplide down 3 and this is refletcd on Sir T. P.” 
becauſe one of the Addrefles tq the Lord Mayox,was made the ſame Morning, and by many of 
the ſame Perſons that were at Gxild-ball , to chuſe a Sheriff: as if indeed fo many Citizens, 
many of them of- good Eltates, nnderſtanding Men, Lovers of Peace, ſhould all.of a ſuddain 
run mad, and jn that Fit gb t chuſe one, that ſ{hopld infallibly lead them and their Families 
into Ruine3:! but this and nothing, elſe could be the Delign of this Choice, if you will believe 
our City-Torkgifks, and ſome others that they could impoſe upon. This I am told, js the firlt 
time in the Memoty of Man, and perhaps ever fince there were Sheriffs of London, that any 
man was tndeavoured to be choſen into that Office for Love, and not for Envy and 
W-will. 

In the Management of a Second Addreſs, another | Circumſtance aroſe, which the Ad- 
verſaries made Sport with. The Lord Mayor had anfwered the Citizens, that he would 
call a Lientanancy on Thwrſday, and then if half a Dozen of them would come with Sir 
T. P. and offer their Reaſons for their Propoſal, they ſhould be heard. This was interpre- 
.ted a Promiſe in, Sir T,-P; and his Not appearing when 'the Lieutenancy met, a breach gf 
- Promiſe 3 and a Declaration was made by the Lieutcnancy, entred in their Books, and put in- 
to the Gzzette- accordingly, with divers other, Reflections upon the Citizens that had appeared 
in that aforeſaid Addreſs, nl, ge, | 0 
- | Thus the pdor Proteſtants that are afrgid;of , Popery, and Arbitrary Power with it, were 
banded: againſt 3 and now that the Licutenancy- was on the other fide with them that uſurped 
the Title of Charch-men and Anti-Fanaticks,-theke men muſt be quite run. down, nothing 
ſhall ſerve thoſe mens Turns, but the Exclagding them-not only fram Parliamentary Scats, buc 
. throwing then out of their other Offices, when tme thould come tor repeating Ele&ions, And 
that they had found their bronge in the Eletion of Mr. Lewis Sheriff, they, doubted not $0 
_carry every thing as they pleaſed. This -ground gained, they preſs on by ,mmany Clubs ad 
Meetings, where they make their Party-as induſtriouſly as & newly Committioned Captain fa- 
boursto compleat ſuch « number of Souuldiers , - as. may enable them, to paſs, Mylter ,. ayd 
have right to Pay. Here they drink and talk themſelves into a great Gonkidenceof their 
: Numbers : 
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. -It's generally reckon'd, there wexe jn that Aile bl of Livtry-men, between 'Fiye an ix 
ind Men, ok Choice, that"It Tuged'dy lnpirtt 
City's foxmer Choice) had not above five hungred at moſt, and fome fay thtte hundred Yoi- 
ces upon which I crave your patience till I make ſome Remarques, * * TINT 
1. It's manifeſt that it was the Popiſh Intereſt and Agents, that made all this Pullle: and 
Clamour in the name of the Church of Eng/and : for really and in truth, the Church of Eng- 
land appeared againlt them, if ten to one in the whole can comprehend the Church of England : 
for the moſt favourable Account makes them but Hundreds tor Thouſands, or one for tenz and 
if you xekon half of theſe to have been Diſſenters, there will ſtill remain five to one of the 
true Church-men if you reckon the Difſenters more than that number, you will make them 
too conſiderable; if leſs, then will the ſober Church-men be {o much the more conſiderable, 
'and better bear the Denomination of the Church of England. And it cannot be imagined, that 
theſe few Church-men (whereof ſome are well minded_) could make ſo hideous a Noiſe, and 
be ſo unmeaſurably concerned in oppoſition to their Brethren, it they had not been agitated 
by Jeſuitical Emiſlaries. 

2. Theſe Well-minded M*n that were thus drawn in by theſe Plotters, ſhould ſee how their 

-unwary Zeal expoſes them to be made a Property and Inſtrument tor the worit of Purpoſes, They 
deſign only to divide us, to beget Hatred and Animolities between us, that in purſuit 
of one another, they may eſcape, till they can get an opportunity to deltroy us all z which they 
will eafily do, if they can keep Parliaments from making Freſh and neceflary Provitions againſt 
them. If you were Papiſts, and in their Caſe, would you tread any other fteps than thoſe 
that theſe men walk in. You know they can take any Shapes, make any Pretence, uſe any 
Argument that will work. You know they have no other Argument to uſe at this time, but 
to pretend high for the Church of "Snort, and agaigt Forty one, So did theſe Members 
in the Penſionary Parliament, that were eaſt out thence Xor being Papiſts. Surely, Gentlemen, 
you have a high Opinion of your ſclves, to think that You are the only men concerned for the 
Church of England; but your Neighbours ten for one, know you are but abuſed Machins. 

3. It appears how weak the Duke of T's Intereſt is in this City 3 Ten to one is odds enough 
ina good Cauſe, and who will deny that to be a Good Caute, which is Defence of our Lives 
and Properties, the Concerns of us and our Poſterities both for this World and the World to 
come, againſt moſt Superltitious Enemies, which of all Enemies are the moſt Cruel and Savage ? 
But if the whole City could have met, and given their Voices in this EleCtion ; itmay well 
be preſumed there would have been forty for one for their old Patriots: 
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mit, I take Leave, 
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4, We may pcrceive that the Lieutenancy of the City was choſen, when the 'D. of T. influ- 
ericed the Court : for the molt part of them appeared openly in his Cauſe ; they made their 
Declaration in the Gazette on his behalf, and on purpoſe to flur the Old and New Elected 
Parliament-men 3 they. uſed their Intereſt againſt them + but their Interett and the Dukes being 
one, could not make in, reality a tenth part of the City,” though in Noife and Outcrics they 
made more than halt. Oh unhappy City ! whoſe Governours of the Militia are for the moſt 
part Servants to thoſe that you molt dreadfully fear... 

5. . We may hence take this Political Remarque,that we mult not judge of the Temper of the 
People from loud Clamour. I conceive our Stateſ-man on both tides were miſtaken, and 
thought the number of the orkiſts had been vaſtly greater, than vpon Tryal it appeared. It 
was 2 great happineſs to true Proteſtants, that there' was the occalion of ſuch a Decition ; for 
otherwiſe the Miltake might have done the Papilts as much Scrvice, as if it had been .xcally ſo. 

Laſtly,-we hind our Enemies Zeal and Diligence in their worlt of Cauſes to be great, and ir 
may provoke Proteſtants to Fervor and Activity in the beſt ; otherwiſe we are like to be 
deltroyed. I mean not that we ſhould travel forbidden' Paths, or go over Hedge and Ditch 
to come at our Journeys end 3 but in ſuch Caſes as' this, the Choice of Citizens to ſerve in 
Parliament, and all other caſes wherein we are juſtified by Law, neither Danger, nor Eaſe, 
nor Loſs ſhould prevail upon us to be luke-warm or negligent. The Plotters have for theſe 
thirteen or fourteen years, kept back the Diſſenters trom giving due Affiftance and Encourage» 
ment to the true and fſecing Country Royalliſts, by crying out Forty one againſt them. Now 
they . praQtice to divide thoſe Royal Lovers of their Countty and _— among themſelves, 
by pretending Zeal for, the Church of England, and Caution againſt Forty one. But if, when 
His Majeſty and the Parliament have made long ago,an A of Oblivionand time and our enemies 
Plots and Practices have made the Royalliſts ard Parliamentcers of one mind and Concern for 
Preſervation of our King,. our Religion, our Selves and Poſterities ; if we will not all joyn 
Hands in this work, as far as the Laws of God atid our Countrey allow us, we hall deſerve 
to periſh, and be no more pittied, than daſtardly Fools, that are afraid to d-tend our Religion 
and Lives, leſt webe. ill ſpoken of; a greater Folly than to die for fear of dying, - Thus, Sir, 
having gives you ſuch an Account of this Notable Afair, as my Abilities and Halte would per- 
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and Servant. 
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